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. COMPLAINT

Complainant files this complaint under 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(1) against Jon Bruning, the
Bruning for Senate 2012 Exploratory Committee, and the Jon Bruni'ng Exploratory Committee
(collectively, the "Respondents”) for violaticas of the Federal Election Campaign Act ("Act"), as
described below. |

Jon Bruning is the Attorney General of the state of Nebraska. As Attorney General, he is
responsible for knowing, defending, and upholding the law. Yet for almost three years, Mr.
Bruning and his two "exploratory committees" have refused to disclose their activities to the
Federal Election Commission ("FEC") or the Internal Revenue Service ("IRS"), in clear violation
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of Federal law. This pattern of non-disclosure — dating back nearly three years — violates the
Act, FEC regulations, and the Internal R-evenue Code, and deprives the public_ of its right to
know who is funding Mr. Bruning's campaign.
A. FACTS

On June 13, 2007, Nebraska Attorney General Jon Bruning filed a Statement of
Candidacy for the 2008 U.S. Senate mc;..“ His 2008 U.S. Senate Committee, "Friends of Jon
Bruning," raised $978,486.88 in contributions and mede $316,033.80 in axpenditures:® Mr.
Brunipg subsequently withdrew ftom: the 2008 Sanste xace.
~ Before filing a termination report with the FEC, "Friends of Jon Bruning” transferred
$677,251.49 to the "Jon Bruning Exploratory Committee" (hereinafter, the "first exploratory
committee") on December 31, 2007. In the cover letter accompanying the termination report, the
committee's Treasurer wrote, "Funds designated by contributors for the Primary election were
transferred to an exploratory committee for a future election and funds designated for the
General election were either refunded to the contributor, or, if the contributor requested in
writing, redesignated to the exploratory committee for a future election.”® But the first
exploratory committee registered neither with the FEC nor with the IRS, as it would heve been
required to do if it wislred tt be exentpt from taxes snd pemain unregistered with the FEC 4 Asa
result, the first axploratory commitise hits never dinclaeed its activitiés - net to the FEC, the IRS,
nor to the public at large.

On November 5, 2010, nearly three years after filing the termination report, Mr. Bruning

'Sus:mmofcmmyby Joanmmg. available at
bty on1.5d 5 BS

3 See Friends of Jon Bruning Termination Report, at 2, available at hitp:/herndon].adrde.com/cgi-
bin/fecimg/?C00433193 (click on "Terminatien Repart™) (rxceepis icheded in Exhibit A).

‘H
4 See LR.C. §§ 52°Xi), G).
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claimed to be "exploring" a run for the U.S. Senate in 2012. On that same day, he announced the
formation of a new exploratory committee, the "Bruning for Senate 2012 Exploratory
Committee" (hereinafter, the "second exploratory committee”),’ and launched a website.®
Continuing his three-year pattern of secrecy, Mr. Bruning has not filed a Statement of Candidacy
or designated a principal campaign committee since his announcement, and the second
exploratory commnittee has not, to date, registered with the FEC or ttre IRS.

Mr. Brusing, i faot, Ims triggered uctual candiducy. First, Mr. Bruniing has said publicly

that he has already deciderdd to bo a Semte eandidate in the 2012 alection. On Novembus 6, 2010,

the Omaha World-terald reported that Mr. Bruning "saéd ... that he could not envision a
scenario in which he would not be a candidate.”” In the same article, Mr. Bruning was quoted as
saying, "I want to run and I'm ready to run ... Nebraska needs to replace Ben Nelson." On the
same day, the Lincoln Journal Star quoted Mr. Bruning as saying, "I can't imagine any
conditions under which ] would not run."® And his campaign manager made clear that Mr.
Bruning would be a candidate regardless of which other Republicans may enter the race.” On

Novgmber 9, the Lincoln Journal Star reported that "Attorney General Jon Bruning announced

’Inlddmontohlvmgadwnm. memndmlomotymmmimhuadiﬁereml’o Box than the first

’Pamﬂmd. "Sasate Interest for Frunins; Stnberg,” OMAHA WOBLD HERALD (Nov. 6, 2010), available at
htin://wwwiiknaba.coc/aticle/20101106/NEWS01/711069870/202 (attached as Exhibit C)..

*Don Wa.lm, hnnmg snyi he's acuvely uplamg-&m wm'lidacy, mel.NJOURNAL QTAR (Nov. 6, 2010),

9 See Tricia Miller, "Ben Nelson ‘12 Challenger Bmerges in Nebrasks,” ROLL CALL (Nov. 5, 2010) (attached a3
Exchibit E) ("Bruning Campaign Manager Andrew Northwall, wito oversaw his attomey gereral races and
transitioned to the Senate campaign this week, said his bass dosgn't expect ta cede the race to another Republican
this time."); Walton, “Bruning says he's actively exploring a Senate candidacy” ("Bruning subsequently bowed out
of the 2008 Senate racs to clear the field for Mike Johanns when he resigned as U.S. secretary of agricultute to seek
the Senate scat. Bruning saidl he deferred at the time to the wishes of President George W. Bush. That's not going to
happen again, he sald. T'm not asking peemisrior. I'm not asking for a blessing.").
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last week he will seek the Republican nomination for the Senate seat."'’ The next day, the
Omaha World-Herald confirmed that "Bruning has declared his candidacy.”!! On November 13,
the Lincoln Journal Star reported that Mr. Bruning had "acknowledged the [formation of the
exploratory committee] is a precursor to a formal announcement that he will challenge Nelson in
2012.""? Finally, in an e-mail to supporters on November 30, Mr. Bruning implored, "Please
help me defeat Ben Nelson in 2012 by making & contribution today."!*

Mr. Bruming is not simply "Estim the watess"; hu is already rurmiig a full-fledged
Senate campaign, enrssing funds and promoting his 2012 bid. On Novsmber 6, 2010, the
Omaha Warld-Harald reparted that "Bruning said Friday that he still has more than $600,000 in
federal campaign funds from his previous run and that he has hired four campaign workers."*
On the same day, the Lincoln Journal Star reported that "Bruning has started raising money for a
Senate campaign, formed a four-person campaign staff and is ready to rolL."* Mr. Bruning has
already named a campaign manager — Andrew Northwall - and a campaign chairman — outgoing
Nebraska State Treasurer, Shane Osborn.!S In his communications with the public, Mr. Bruning
has made clear iat-his Senate campaign has already begun. In his e-mail to supporters, quoted
sbove, Mr. Bruning specifically asks for contributions to "defeat Ben Nelson in 2012."'" 'When

10 "l‘xmw-electbonswnbergpondmmeforsm LINCOLN JOURNAL STAR (Nov. 9, 2010), available at

n "GOPpollﬁndsNelmvulnerable viable," OMAHAWORLDHERALD (Nov. 10, 2010), available at
- Jo/2: \ 54 (attached as Exhibit G).

n Marguy Back. "Osbm to chmrnmng's Senm ounpmm,“ Lmommoumm. STAR (Nov. 13, 2010), available
/foursalsta ; f +0.htm] (attached as Exhibit H).

(nmchedasExhibuI).

" Scchol. "Senate -*-wstfoanmmg.Smbug
15 See Walton, "Bruning sxys he's actively exploring a Senste candidecy.”

16 See Miller, "Ban Neisen '12 Challonger Emarges in Nebraska"; Buxk, "Os'som fiv Chair intirg’s Senate
Cunpnign COsbomdemmguhdhmTWsdaytochwhuSenm«mpugnmdhemM")
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he named his campaign chairman, Mr. Bruning tweeted, "Nebraska State Treasurer Shane
Osbome to chair our Campaign.""® Likewise, the exploratory committee's website has a
v.olunteer page, which reads, "Get Involved With The Campaign."* On that page, Mr. Bruning
asks volunteers whether they can: (i) make phone calls, (ii) walk door to door, (iii) place yard
signs, and (v) work in campaign headquarters. It also asks users to commit to "publicly
supporting Jon in the following coalition(s)" &nd then lists several aﬁnity groups with which
suppportees oun affiliate (e.g. elected offeciels, tnw enforcememt, semiors, ete.). M. Bmning has
puacposafully left na domlit thot ke is a eandidate in the 2012 eleetion aud has giready begun
running a full-fledged campaign for the Republicen nomination.

B. LEGAL ARGUMENT

1. Mr. Bruning Has Failed Timely to File as a Federal Candidate or Disclose
His Activity.

The Act and FEC regulations defins 2 "candidate” as aa individunl whe "has rereived
contributions aggregating in excess of 35,000 or made expenditures aggregating in excess of
$5,000."® Within 15 days of qualifying as a "candidate," the candidate must designate, in
writing, a principal campaign committee.! Within 10 days of designation, the grincipal
campeign committee must file 2 Statement of Organization.? The principal campaign
commeittee must fiic reports of outdbutiors: and expemditures with the FEC.2

Theze is a limited exception for individuals who are "testing the waters" whether to
become a candidate. Funds received and payments made "solely for the purpose of determining

1 See mmm_mmm.mﬂm (mchnd as Bxhibit J).

®1ICFR § m.s(;xl)
3 See 2 U.S.C. § 432(eX1)
2 502 US.C. § 433(e)
D See2 U.S.C. § 434(n)
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whether an individual should become a candidate” are not treated as "contributions” or

"expenditures” for purposes of 11 CF.R. § 100.3.2 The "regulations seek to draw a distinction |

between activities directed to an evaluation of the feasibility of one's candidacy, as distinguished
from conduct signifying that a private decision to become a candidate has been made." The
“testing the waters" except;lon, in other words, does "not apply to campaign activities undertaken
once an individual has decided tb become a candidate."*®

Examples ef activities 7ixt "indicate that au individuat has decided to become a candidate
include, but aze not limited to" the follawing:?’

o The "“individual uses general public political advertising to publicize hls or her intention
to campaign for Federal office.”

o The "imdividual raises funds in excess of what could reasonably be expected to be used
for explorutory activitics or undertakes activities designed to amass campaign funds that
would be spent after he or she becomes a candidate." In other words, "to staywzthmthe
examaption, fusxis must be raised only for ine gurposa of ﬁnmcmg the exempt activity."®

o The “individual makes or antltorians written or aral slﬂenmtsthatmﬁertohimorbuns
a candidate for a pariicular nﬁcn "

e The "individual conducts activities in olosc proxmuty to the election or over a protracted
period of time."

e The "individual has taken action to qualify for the ballot under State law."
Tha FEC's "testing the waters" exception, however, does not épply when the "individual

raises funda in exaess af what could reasouably be expected to be usad for exploratory activities

orundemkesactiviﬁwdmigmd-toamuscampaimﬁmdsthatwmndbe spent after he or she.

M See 11 CFR. §§ 100.72(s), 100.131(a).
3 Advisory Opinton 1982-3 (Cramson).

% Payments Received for Testing the Waters Acuvmes. 50 Fed. Reg. 9992, 9993 (March 13, 1985) (emphasis
added).

7 11 CER. §100.72(b).
50 Fed. Reg. at 9993.
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becomes a candidate."” As the FEC has explained, a “fundraising effort designed and
implemented to amass campaign funds that would be used for expenditures after [Mr. Bruning)
has become a candidate ... is prohibited as a testing the waters activity."®® Likewise, the "testing
the waters" exception does not apply when an "individual conducts [testing the water] activities
... over a protracted period of time.">! Engaging in these activities "over a protracted time
period would appear to diminish their usefulness for testing the waters puarposes snd would

conversely suggest that their effect os a nreans of building campaijn suppost would be

. magnificd."*

Based on his representation in the termination report, which was filed under penalty of

Federal false statement law, Mr. Bruning has spent the last three years "testing the waters" fora

potential candidacy with nearly $700,000 in the bank. Such a protracted, expensive
"exploratory” period is clearly iaeyond the scope of the "testing the waters" exception. In
Nebraska, a prospective candidate does not require nearly $700,000 — or three years — to decide
whether to run. Instead, it appears that the 2007 transfer was a tactic to "amass" funds to be used
after he became a candidate in a future election. Consequently, Mr. Bruning became a candidate
some time ago, in which case he sheuld have designated & principal campaign committee, and
filed repmts with the FEC. His faibuse to do so may have violitted 2 U.S.C. §§ 432(¢)(1), 433(a),
and 434(a), und has pmevented'ﬂm-public from knowitig who is funding Mr. Bruning's efforts.

At the very least, Mr. Bruning clearly became a candidate nn later than November 5,
2010, the day on which he annouaced tiie formation of a second exploratory committee. With

B 11 CF.R. § 100.72(b)(2).

% Advisory Qpinion 1981-32 (Askenr).
3111 CFR § 100.72(b)4).

32 Advisory Opinion 1981-32.
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his statements and actions, he clearly established himself as a Senate candidate for the 2012
election. The "testing the waters" exception does not apply once a "decision has been made to
seek nomination for election, or election, to a Federal office."® Mr. Bruning's public statements
demonstrate that such a decision has already been made. Mr. Bruning has already stated publicly
that "I want to run and I'm ready to run ... Nebraska needs to replace Ben Nelson" and that "I
can't imagine any conditions unfier which I wouid not nm." Unlike others who have properly
utilized %z "testing the waters" exespticn, Mr. Bruning's fundraising solicitttions do not indicdte
that Mr. Bmning hae yet to determine whetin:r he will sack the Repuhlivan nominmtien, nar do
they state that the funds raised will be used for testing-the-waters activities.** Instead, Mr.
Bruning's most recent communication states, "Please help me defeat Ben Nelson in 2012 by
making a contribution today."** By "indicating that the solicited funds will be used to campaign
against a specifically named opponent, [Mr Bruning] effectively communicates that he is
committed to the race, and no longer just evaluating the viability of his candidacy."*
Furthmore, the "testing the mm" exception "expressly provides that it is not designed
to allow any activities to promote a campaign."*’ Likewise, the FEC "cautions specifically that
.. [activities] wil fall outside the testing the waters exemgption if they, in context, represeat the
establisiment of a vamnpeign organizution."® Yet Mr. Bruning hes alredy hired sampaign staff,
including a rampaign manager, aid hay namad a campaign abairman: He bas puhblicly rafesred

» Advisory Opinion 1981-32.

% ¢ Advisory Opinion 1985-40 (Republican Majority Fund).

% See biig/wongnokeiminy com ke ve/emmarie 11 30 201 hin.

% Factual and Legal Analysis, MUR 5693 (Aronsohn) (finding that individual was no longer "testing the waters").
Furthermase, unlike candidates who have conditioned their candidacy on another individual not entering the race,
Mr. Bruning and his campaign manager have explicitly said that they are running regardless of whether other

candidates ewtur the re. ¢,/ Matement of Reasons, MUR 5330 (Schuring) (individual who explicitly stated that he
would not be a candidate if incombent ran for re-election was still "testing the waters” and not a candidate).

37 Advisory Opinion 1981-32.
] Id
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to his effort as a "campaign" and the second exploratory committee's website asks users to "Get
Involved With The Campaign.” Perhaps most strikingly, Mr. Bruning is already asking potential
supporters whether they can assist with core campaign activities — such as making phone enlis,
walking door to door, placing yard signs, and workmg in campaign headquarters — and whether
they are willing to publicly endorse his candidacy. These activities are "less oriented to
ascertaining whether there is an initial base of political support ﬁqmm to launch a campaign
effoit, and more oriented to shoring up a base almady identified that will sustain mn actosl
campaign effort."*®

For these reasons, Mr. Bruning clearly became a candidate no later than November 5,
2010. Therefore, at the latest, he was required to designate a principal campaign committee no
later than November 22, 2010. That committee was required to file a Statement of Organization
no later than December 2, 2010, and a report of contributions and expenditures no later than
January 31, 2011. The failure to take these steps in a timely manner violates 2 U.S.C. §§
432(c)(1), 433(2), and 434(a). '

2. By Maintaining a Secret Fund for Three Years, Mr. Bruning Violated
Federal Tax Law and Must Pay Penalties at the Highest Corporate Rate.

Political organizations are exempt from tax on the amounts they raise and spend for
political activity — but enly if they follow the disclosure requiraments of federsl law. They must
either (i) register and fila repexts as a political committee with the FEC (or a comparehle state
ageney) or (i) register and file reparts with the IRS (known as Forms 8871 and 8872). As the
IRS has explained, "[a]n organization that is required to [register with the IRS by] fil[ing] Form
8871, but fails to do so on a timely basis, will not be treated as a tax-exempt section 527

¥rd
“© See LR.C. §§ 527(7)
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organization for any period before the date Form 8871 is filed.™' Likewise, an organization
required to disclose its contributions and expenditures to the IRS on Form 8872, but fails to do
s0, will be assessed a "penalty [of] 35%lof the total amount of contributions and expenditures to
which a failure relates."*?

The first and second exploratory committees have not registered or filed reports with the
FEC. In addition, according to the IRS' website, the first and secomd exploratory committees
have not filed a Form 8871 or Form 8872 (or a Form 990 tax return) with the IRS.*?
Consequently, the contributibns and expenditures of hoth exploratory committees should be
taxed at the full 35% rate during the period in which the committees failed to comply with these
registration and reporting requirements.
C. REQUESTED ACTION

As we have shown, there is substantial evidence that Respondent has violated the Act.
‘We respectfully request the FEC to investigate these violations, including whether they were
knowing and willful, given Mr. Bruning's current job as Nebraska Attome'y General and past
experience with federal campaign finance law. Should the Commission find reason to believe
that Respondents have violated the Act, it should mahe a field investigation or audit of the two
exploratory committees, pursusmst to 2 U.S.C. § 437g(2). Should the FEC determine that
Respondent has vielated the Act, viix roguest tinct Raspondeat he enjotiad fram furthaer vialatinns
and be fined the maximum amount permitted by law.
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Sincerely,

vh :
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this 20 day of [/ , 2010.

\ mmm-mgé‘"':s‘“ -
» A mmﬂ:rﬂ”'m‘ 40 .
Notary Pu
My Commission Expires:
2/28 [12

11
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BRUNING  enprtrngenn

28028853835

UNITED;STATESBENATE PO. Box 84614 Lincoln, NE 68501-4614 » 402-438-2400

s &
Mr. Travis Brown = -.:f-’_':
Reports Analysis Division & FEz
Federal Election Commission L Sn
Wasington, D.C. 20463 -
, E uEn

RE: Friends of Jon Bruning, FEC #C00433193 = Ba”
=

QO

Dear Mr. Browm: ™

Please find enclosed the final report closing out the Friends of Jon Bruning candidate
commifttee as of December 31, 2007. Mr. Bruning publicly withdrew from the Nebraska
Seqnbmcpmlmdndhilmd'ﬂlnyonblombam,m.

In accordancs with 2 U.S.C. 433(d)(1), the committee will no longer receive any
contritutions or muake any disbursements that would otherwise qualify it as a political
committee. The committee has no outstanding debts or obligations.

The comamitter kas 0o vesidual funds or ncn-aash assets semmining. Funds designatod by
contributors for the Primary sleetion were transfemsed to exr explaratory committee for a
future election and funds designated for the General election were cither refunded to the

contxibutor, ar, if the contributor requestest in writing, redesignated to tho
committee far a future election. No non-cash assets have been converted to personal use.

hmpleseomdaﬁe!’nendsoﬂm aningCommﬁclouduofDmbeiSI,

=L

thm
Fnendloﬂpanlns

Paid for by Friends of Jon Bruning, * MN’.M
demMmhmmbymmunmnnnm.mm.ompﬁmm.mmwdomwm
contributes over $200 per election cycle. Contributions are not tax deductible as charftable danations for federal income tax purposes.
Contributions from corporations, foreign nationals (non green-card holders), labor unions and federal govemment contractors are prohiblted.




12044331803

AT sy
SCi” Tf\ -( T 3 StHATE

FEC REPORT OF RECEIPTS "
oG | ANDDISBURSEMENTS ~ [FEB-b Mii:g2
For An Authotised Commitise
Offcs Use Orly
1. WEOFEE(Inmm onﬂpggoua‘Lm.L;aEL Eum::lfmﬂnlypo pev———
IF:":"LO:J?"I&‘““PGIIQIIl'.llll'l-lllll'lilLlllIIilllLljllllll
Llllllllllllllllllll-LllillJllJJLliLll‘JllIlllll
'AgﬂRESS(MMIMM lppwqe‘4lllllllll.lIllllllllllllllllll||
Echld(udlﬂumn L_LJJIIIII.Illllllll.llllllllLllllll'll
"N'::-ﬂ(m) Iupql"Ll'lLllllllllllll wﬂ Lo 8800 | Lol
2. FECIDENTIFCATIONNUMBER VY cnva STATEA ZIP CODE A .
. STATE ¥ DISTRICT
[Tooosssiss™ 3. 1878 v e O wenl
: PE) L

4. TYPE OF RERDRAT (Choose One)

(b) 12-Day PRE-Election Report for the:

238200853836

(l? Quarterly Reports: . )
D Primary (12P) D General (126) D Runoff (12R)
. D Agril 15 Quastbrly Regort (O0)
U Conveation (12C) D Special (125)
D July 15 Quarterly Report {(Q2)
: M M - Inth iy
u October 15 Quartady Regart (O3) Election on " . s...:., .
I] January 31 Year-End Raport (VE) | (c) S0-Day POST-Election Report for the:
U General {30Q) ﬂ Runoft (30R) D Special (308)
- I v M inthe
b  Terminatian Report (TER) Blection an - State of
5. ComingPeiod 10 | | 0O 2007 wogn 1121 31] | 2007
Iulllymulhawwnhdlbmlndbmmm«wmuﬁumnhwo.eomuwmpln.
Typbd or Print Name of Treasurer -
Signature of owe |01 27) | 2008

m:smumnim.unm-.umm:mmmmmmmmumummumu.&cmd

E

FECFORM 3
(Revisad 02/2003)
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28820053837

SUMMARY PAGE

FEG Form3 (Ravised 022008) aof Recalpis and Disbursements Page 2
Write or Type Comnfittae Name
Friands df Jon Bruning
Report Covering the Pariod: From: = 2007 | To: m I 200
COLUMN A COLUNN B
This Period l Election Cycle-to-Date
8. Net Contributions (other than loans)
(®) TYotal Contributions B A R S iy st g L A S S Jn Ay s gt st
(uther Wsan toans) (from Line 11(e))..... Ao — 871850 Sonadeandh - 1001608.88
() Total Centribution Retunds — Ry T o O
(trom Line 20(s)) o 22800.00 23200.00
(c) Net Gonribions (obtar than ldans) T YT Ty T ——y
{subtract Line 6{b) feom Line 6(a))...... st a0 33918.90 i J78400.80
7. NelCpereting Expazditmes
I i Lg v g 2  pmeemmyeeNsTTTY T v L2 I a2
O o oy Cxpandiures 1 14412877 | | 316033.80 |
) TollOftsstsioOperatng [~~~ > hd = ——
Expengiures (laom Line 14) ——aae o 000 PP .00
(c) Net Operating Expenditures o e v
(sublract Uine 7{b} from Line 7(a)....... __ a2z ] | 316033.80
*8. Gashon Hand st Close o _
Reporting Period (rom Line 27)............ - 0.00 |
9. Debts and Obligations Owed TO
the Committes (ltamize all on v v 0001 .
Schethie C antior Schedule U) .
10. Debts and Obligations Owed BY
the Comnittes (tamize all on . r 0.00]
Scheduls C sndior Schedule D)
g
. For turther information contact:
Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, NW
. Washington, DC 20463 - !
e Toll Free 800-424-9530
Local 202-694-1100
FESANO1S
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28020053338

FEC Form3 (Revised 12/2003)

DETAILED SUMMARY PAGE

of Recelpts

Page 3

Write or Type Committee Name
Friends of Jon Bruning

Report Covering the Period: From: . To: m m m

L RECEIPTS v mﬂg.;“ | M%mc;u:_c:m N
11. CONTRIBUTIONS (ofter than lans) FROM: |
(a) Individusis/Persona Other Than
;)wmmmn C 50640.00 808278.49
® 4081.87 72785.38
™ ::m > 54721.87 981063.85
() Poltical Frwty Compmiliess . —_...... L...__.., 4?93_ o 495.03
O e asPACS et e b 150000 1085000
- (d) The Candidam.........cecessusssmessissss [. 0.00 9200.00
(e) TOMAL CONM'IGNS
:m::::u’lm. @), (c), and () vere o760 1001608.88
t AUTHORZED CONMITTEES 0.00 90 |
13. LOANS _
(8) Mado or Guararise by the [T 000 | 0.00
—— T =
@ mt:::;)wm___ e et b 000 °_'°°
14. OFFSETS TO OPERATING
EXPENOITURES 7 0.00 0.00
(Rounds, Rehales, ). b . sre o+ v e s
" s, ot o). o Gis - 1687641
T B 1300, 14, a0 15y VT T T ezrees 1017485.29
(Cany Toal 0 Line at, age 4)........ R W -
FESAND18
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280280653838

DETAILED SUMMARY PAGE _

of Disbursemunis
FEC Form3 (Revised 02/2003) Page 4
COLUMN A COLUMN B
Ii. DISBURSEMENTS Total This on Cycl
17. OPERATING EXPENDITURES. 144128.77 o 316033.80
o TiorezEn couanTess. ] T 6m
19. LOAN RERAYMENTS: .
{a) OfLoans Made or Guarantsed —— — SR A — S—
by the Candidate. 0.00 0.00 Jj
@) Of all GRNGr LOBMS....c.r.eomeremrrmaserens L. 0-02_1 | . ~ 000 |
() TOTAL LOAN REPAYMENTS v v ———
{add Lines 19{8) and (b)) ——aa 0.00 ———aaa 000
20. REFUNDS OF CONTRIBUTIONS TO:
O an Pl ot .. 6~ o . . 280000 | - 2220000
(%) Political Parly Commiteea......ce. __ 000 o 0.00
Other Palitical Committees a v e R = = —
N e PR e T tomooo § [ 100000
(d) TOTAL CONTRIBUTION REFUNDS Vr——p—grrrp—s v sy
(add Lines 20(a), {9), 1094 (€)). —.... _ .., 22800.00 . 123200.00
21. OTHER DISBURSEMENTS. .o commrnmen L 67625149 | | 67825140 |
22. TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS . ? T
(add Unes 17, 18, 19(c), 20(d), and 21) > . ., Ba518028 | | 1017485.9
L' CASH SUMMARY

23, CASH ON HAND AT BEQINNING OF REPORTING PERIOD.

24. TOTAL RECEIPTS THIS PERIOD (imem Line 3, pagils)

25. SUBTOTAL tudd Line 23 and Line 24)

26. TOYAL DISTURSEMINTS THIY PERIOD (fsom Line 22)

27. CASH ON HAND AT CLOSE OF REPORTING PERIOD

(subezast Line 26 from Ling 25)

e e S

" 78241403 |
[ TESNPEEE SR S

L TR Y

[ ™ ser8023

W e TN

845180.28

o %o adywandim o B wnd,

ot i . i e s S Tt Ko . maa

- 845180.28

[ . . . Bk At St A A Stan Al amtm

a . a g P A




12044331807

23020653916

SCHEDULE B (FEC Form 3 )

Uss ssparate schedule(s)
ITEMIZED DISBURSEMENTS

FOR LINE NUMBER:
(check anly one)

| PAGE 75780

e o H e R ot

[Any iniormation copied trom such Reports and Statements may not be sold or used by any person for the purpose of saliciting contributioos
or for.commaeccial purposes, other than using the.name and.address of sny political cammiltee to solici conbibutions from such comviltee

NAME QOF COMMITTEE (in Full)
Friands of Jan Bruning

Full Name (Lest, Fiflt, Middlesinitial)
Jon Bruning Exploratory Committee

Transaction ID: 80125.6863
Date of Disbursement

! D DY " YT Y Y
‘Malling Add:ts PO Box 84614 !12 I ‘ 2007
City State Jp Code Amount of Each Bisbursemant this Pedist
Lincoln NE 68501- e g g———
Purpose of Disbursement A L, .37.725149 N
Candidaie Neme ] Contributons Required Under
Type 11 CF.R. 40053
'O_lnamm House Disteirzarent For: 2008
Senate Emmw [J cenern
President Other (spacily) ¥
State: District: .
Full Ndme (Last, First, Middie inkis) Transaction ID: 0121200847E741
Friends of Erik Paulsen Date of Disbursement
o IR gy Y Vo ¥
Maliing Address PO Box 44368 [f2"]
cay Stals ap Code Amount of Each Bisbucsamant this Period
Eden Pralrio MN 55344-1369 v —
Purpose of Dissurssment : =y 1000.00
CONTRIBUTION Refund o of Excess
Candidate Name ‘ Under
Type 11CF.R.400.53
Office Saught House Disbursement For: 2008
Senate Pamary [ General Contribution
Presl Other (speclly) ¥
State: ot:
SUBTOTAL of Disbursements This Page (optional) e e e A 67825149

TOTAL This Perdod (ast page this line number only)

" FEC ScheduleB( Form$ ) (Revissd 02:2003)
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Jon Bruning, Nebraska Attorney General, Looking at Senate Run in 2012 - NYTimes.com Page 1 of 1

She Kewock Bimes
The Caucus

The Pdlitics aml Gevernment Blog of The Times

NOVEMBER 8, 2010, 2:27 PM
Nebraska Atinmey General Looking at Senate
By BEBNIR BECKER '

The 2012 eleetion cycle is up and running.

Jon Bruning, Nebraska's Riepublicen sitorney general, announced on Friday that he was exploring
a 2012 run for the Senate seat now held by Ben Nelson, a two-term Democrat.

Mr. Bruniog, who won an uncontested third term as attorney general this week, teased the
pronouncement on Twitter on Thursday: “Isn't it time we rein in Federal Spending and take
America baak?”

His armoumcenrent comes one day after Dave Heineman, Nebraska's popular Republican governor,
said he would rather stay in his current position than make a bid for the Senate.

Mr. Neinaa, a fonnse govenmr who was eiected to the Semaie im 200D, is viewed es ors of thi mmst
mederate Dameerats in the chamber. But gimen Nabranka’s consarvative lean — asd M. dlelson’s
vote for Democratic initiatives like the health care overhaul - his seat is viewed by Republicans as

. a prime pick-up opportunity. In gexeral, Dexiocruts iave to defend more than twice as mimy sgate
as Repukiienns do in tlie Smuets in two yemrs.

Whiie some Washington chatter has emerged suggesting that Mr. Nelson could be a leading
contender te switch parties, the positioning from Mr. Bruning — armd other Republicans likely to
also expiore a Senate bid — underscores lrow unlikely it would be for Mr. Nelson to suddenly bolt to
the G.O.P. Nebraska Bepublicans would like nothing more than to kneck Mr. Nelson out in a
primary fight.

Mr. Rruming, 41, haa long been sean ax a polidician with an eye on higHer office. He started a
campaign for Nebraska's other Aengte seat a faw yaass age, but evantaclly defirred to Mike
Johanns, a former Republican governor and agriculture secretary who cruised to victory in 2008.

Whether Mr. Bruning would have the field to himself this time around remains to be seen.
Nebraska's three House members dre all Republicans, and Don Stenberg, a former Republican
attorney gerreral, has run for the Senate unsuceessfully before. Several business leaders also may
considerjumping into the race.

Copysight 2010 The New Yosk Times Compesy | Privesly Reiicy | NYTimes.cons/130 Efghis Avenite New York, NY 18018

http://thecaucus. blogs.nytimes.com/2010/11/05/nebraska-attorney-general-looking-at-sen... 12/20/2010
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Printer Friendly Version Page 1 of 2

Published Nov 6, 2010
Pulllished Satutday Newember 6, 2010
Semuts interest for Brumiug, Stenberg

By Panl Hanamig)
WQRLD-HERALD BUREAU

LlNOOLN—NebmhMm:menlIoanmngJumpeandAytothoﬁmnohlmeofGOPundldaMexpectedlomfoﬂheUS.
Senate in 2012.

Anothe:j' potential candidate, Don Stenberg, said he would decide later, while a third, U.S. Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, said he is happy with his
current job.

The derelogmeats came one day after Gov. Dave Heineman, Nebraska's leading Republican, announced he would forgo a possible race to
unseat U.S. Sen. Ben Nelson, the state’s leading Democrat.

Bruning, whom observers hed expecied fo run |fl-lmgmnnd|rh'l.lmmmdl?ndly moming that he had formed an exploratory committee
tonhcn input from Nebraskans and raise campaign funds

Henilhmm.ﬂxﬁhemﬂmwuiﬂmnmnﬁoinwﬁdnhwwﬂmtuunﬁm
“ want to run, and I'm ready to run,” the 41-year-old said. *Nebraska needs to replace Ben Nelson.”

Bruning's announcement, coming three days after he won a third term as aitomney general by a landslide, brought immediate reaction from
Demeemin, Thay said Braning Sad deociuvd vaters this fall by mming sezess of me-sirction adn saying thit ks loved being attomey
general.

“Ambition is ons thing — but it’s just not honest 8 tell the voters how much you love your job, only to Rart running for anether one 72
hours afttr the election,” State Sen. Steve Lathrop of Omaha said in & suermem.

‘Those advertisements — part of a reported $232,000 in promotion through mid-October for an unopposed race for re-election — stoked
chatter ahust Bunisg’s ambitiom. The ads iocrused o his opgesitien 30 the fhdacal hedith csre law that tise Dasnziat-eansrelied Congress
pancad &3 wajl M his effice’s pertisipetion im a ultisnie lawsuit cladlongig the law's canstitutionality.

Over the past three days, both Bruning and Heinzmaz have eanderaned Nalsoa's decision to provide the deciding 60th vote to pass the
health law pyshed by President Barack Obama.

Bruning said Friday that while he feels that Nelson is a good guy, his votes in recent years have not reflected the wishes of Nebraskans.
“His dooision to go with the health care bill was catastrophic,” Bruning said, adding that the Jaw will “bankrupt the country.”
A Nelson spokesman gave the same reaction Friday to Bruning's announcement as he did to Heineman's opting out of the race Thursday.

“Nebraskans want a breek from politics,” said Jake Thompson of Nelson's office, calling it too soon after Tuesdxy’s election to discuss
2012,

Nelson's populsrity has taken a bhlow aver the heclth cam vote, though ths 69-yeas-old former governor has been taking stegs to raise
money for a re-election bid.

“T hope be nus, T think he's Gane & great job and Netiraska ne=#s him,” suid Vince Powers, a Liicolm sttorney eisd 3 Demgutelic naionul
committeeman.

Baming who sepretented Gae Gracan mon in the Lugisiature beline baneming eiforgey gennsal in £002, has hoan viewed as o star in the
Republisan Parly.

>3

He reized oxer $1 million in 2057 to challengs dicn-U.S. Sen. Chuck Hage!. But Bruping, who naw lives in Lincaln, said he was persuaded
to drop otit of the race by then-President George W. Bush and others after Mike Johanns, Bush's secretaty of agriculture, decided o run.

Johanns won that race, and now Republicans are eyeing Neobraska’s last federal office held by a Democrat — Nelson’s Senate seat.

hitp://www.oinaka.zom/apps/phes.dll/article? AXD=/20101 106/ NEWS01/711069870/704...  12/20/2010
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Printer Friendly Version Page 2 of 2

Bruning said Friday that he still has more than $600,000 in federal campaign funds from his previous run and that he has hired four
campzin warkers. As the curmit peeshbnt eff the Nalional Assacistion of Atterneys Gieneral, Bruaing s a naticand plaiitems fiom which
to reine mare meney.

Stenberg, when asked about Bruning's decision, said he plans to first get the State Treasurer’s Office in order and then decide whether he
will mount his fourth campaign for the Senate.

“If1 bmeldeonvmead that I’'m the best Republican leader in Nebraska to go to Washington to help take our country back, then 1 will run,”
Stenberg sa

Fottenberry, in a statement Friday, said he was just re-elected to the House and is “very pleased” to serve there.

A handf ¢f otkers heve Goen mentionnd ss postible GOP cundiditos. Sute fen. Deti Kischer of Valemite gaid Fridiy timt shie has been
urged to consider running.

Brusting made it aluar Friday that his quick announcement was not meant to scare off potential cmdndntes. He expects a handful of
Republicans to join the race.

“I'm ready for a scrum,” he said.
Contact the writer:

402-473-9584, paul hammel@owh.com

Copyright ©2010 Omaha World-Herald®. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, displayed or
redistributed for any purpose without permission from the Omaha World-Herald.

http://www.omaha.com/apps/pbcs.dil/article?AID=/20101 106/NEWS01/711069870/704...  12/20/2010
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Bruning says he's actively exploring a Senate campaign Page 1 of 4

Home / News / Local News / Govt-and-politics _
Bruning says he's actively exploring a Senate campaign
o Story .
« Discassion
e Image (3) '
Bruning says he's actively exploring a Senate campaign

By DON WALTON / Lincein Jausmral Star JournalStar.com | Posted: Fri&ay, November 5, 2010 5:40 pm | .
(81) Comments '

Font Size: .
Default font size
Larger font size

, NebnshMtomeyGeneralJoanmmgannouncedonNov 5, 2010, that he is looking into
running for the Senate in 2010 (ROBERT BECKER / Lincoln Journa Star)

http://journalstar.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/article_88d3¢204-e8f9-11df-805¢-001... 12/20/2010
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Bruning says he's actively exploring a Senate campaign Page 2 of 4

Related Stories

o Related: Dave Heineman rules out 2012 Senate bid
o Related: Bruning's involven‘:nent with Arizona immigration law questioned

Related Links
¢ Related: More politics and govemsnmumnt stories

Count Jon Bruning in.

Bruning, Nebraska's attomey general since 2003, announced Friday that he has formed an exploratory
committee to consider a 2012 Senate bid,

But that's formality.

Hexe's fact: Bruning has started raising money for a Senate campaign, formed a four-person campaign staff
and is ready to roll.

*] can't imagine any conditions under which I would not run,” he acknowledged at a Friday moming news
conference in the Capitol Rotunda.

"Iwu!tmml'mxeadytonm."

http://journalstar.cam/news/local/govt-and-politics/article_88d3c204-e819-11df-805¢-001... 12/20/2010
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Bruning says he's actively exploring a Senate campaign Page 3 of 4

Bruning is the first Republican to a::tep forward since Gov. Dave Heineman said Thursday he will not be a
candidate for the Senate seat now held by Democratic Sen. Ben Nelson.

Others are expected to follow.

Among potential candidates on a l;)ng list of GOP prospects, State Treasurer-elect Don Stenberg appears
the most canzig to joia the imee. :

Brening, 41, a former state sexator, was re-elected to a third term as attorney general on Tuesday without
opposition. '

Althangh hx believes Nelson is "a fine human being," Bruning said, "I don't believe his votes have been
reflective of our state." '

In particular, Bruning took aim at :Nelson's vote for health care reform legislation and his role in
negotiating smendments to the bill that resulted in "the embarrassment of the Cornhusker Kickback."

That amendment provided federal 'fundmg for all of Nebraska's additional costs resulting from expansion
of Medicaid.

Nelson zaid his purpose was to laythe groumdwork for full funding of the new Rederal manate for all
staves. '

Brusiug said he would psnuide » vitte in jhe Ssuste for less government kud 1sss fadom] spemling.

"On Tuesday, the American people took a giant step toward taking our country back,” he said, "but much
work remains in order to fix what's broken in Washington.

"Qur deficit continues to grow to tecord levels and government spending remains unchecked," he said.
Bruning's anaosacement drew imfuadiste fire fram a trio af Domocratic state senators from Omaha.

"It's disappointing that Jon wan't stop running for offies leng enongh to even let the votes be counted foam
Tuesday's election,” said Sen. Health Mello.

Said Sen. Jeremy Nordquist: "It's frankly dishonest for Jon Bruning to run hundreds of thousands of dollars
worth of TV ads ubauhwmnnhfheimhﬁngmmeygmnﬂmdimlypivmmthenmtmpnign
before thie last election is evan eertified.”

In a brief statement, Sen. Steve Lathrop echoed those comments.

Bruning mounted a Stnate exnpaign i 2807 when he wis prepared to chellenga Bepubiican Sen. Cimak
Hagei's re-election.

Hagel ultimately did not seek re-electior and Bruning suhsequently bowed out of the 2008 Senate race to
clear the field for Mike Johanns when he resigned as U.S. secretary of agriculture to seek the Senate seat.

Bruning said he defierred at the time to the wishes of President George W. Bush.
That's not going to happen again, he said.

http://journalstar.com/mews/local/govt-and-politics/article_88d3c284-e819-11df-805¢-081... 12/20/2010
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Bruning says he's actively explaring a Senate campaign Page 4 of 4

"I'm not asking permission. I'm not asking for a blessing."

aningsaidthehealthcaterefon:hlawre'presents“agrossoveneachoffedenlpowerthatcom with a
price tag that is simply onsustainable."

Amd, he said, he believes the law is unconstitutional.
The attorney general said he waul:d welcome "a spirited primary” contest for the Republican nomination.
Reach Don Walton at 402-473-7248 or at dwelton@journalstar.comn.

http://journalstar.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/article_88d3c204-e8£9-11df-805¢-001... 12/20/2010
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Ben Nelson *12 Challenger Emerges in Nebraska : Roll Call http:/fwww sollcall.com/news/-200259-1 .htmi?2kPrintable=true

Back to Article .
Ben Nelson '12 Challenger Emerges in Nebraska

By Tricla Miller
Rof) Cail Staft
Nov. §, 2010, 2:37 pm.

Nebasks Altornay General Jon Bruning (R) anncunced on Friday thet he Is considering a 2012 challenge bSln.Bcn&hun(D)
1 uﬂlﬂﬂ‘\owm—m‘ﬁIntﬂlu-l.'_li'uhhamﬁumm“wnuih Linoin Jasnat Swr.

mm'u-nmmnu-nm-unnmmm-umnmmunbumuumumm
Dumuhhwlncowdh&mhlnhmﬂcydn

Nebraska Gov. Mrhlmm(m.mmwmlymmdthﬁlenl poﬂrqulagaluthmm announced this
waek he would not run for Senate.

Nalson &M Roll Sal in an inlerview InmklMl'lvnwmlnl Democrat, not switch to e GOP &s soms hand epeciliated thunks to Ms conservative
voiMg record.

Bnutirg, 41, vaeid premmy'e cersdterehie dvimhM—.ﬂ.nlmﬁhﬁwm-nmmnmm.hs-Whmomﬂl
unpopuler inthe Comhusker State. Aformar state sensior, mnswmmpmlnzmmwlnmmzm. He
was elected president of the mﬂuﬂhudoﬂmdm Generalin 2009.

hmmm-mammmmm mmmmummwm bul dropped out after a faw months when
former Gov. Mike Johanns (R) ren instead. Jahanns won the tece and is now sarving in Washington, D.C. The Omaha World-Herald reported that Bruning
raised $1 niflion mmmmmmmmumnmhn-!m.ooommmmm-hanlmm

Bruning Camitiign Slemger Andiow Ntkwalh wias eversaw s atirwy mmudwzhmwmmmk. sald his boss
donan't emdast to cesie ting sums to arviinr Rawapicas) fals tinee, e sat e waspalsn iwset hamsind [x poling yat.

1of1 12/20/2010 10:07 AM
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Treasurer-¢lect Don Stenberg poriders Senate race Page 1 of 2

Treasurer-elect Don Stienberg ponders Senate race

o Story

¢ Discussion

Treasurer-elect Don Stenberg ponders Senate race

By the Lincoln Joernal Star JomnalStar com | Fysted: Monday, November 8, 2010 2 23 pm | (34)
Comments

EY

Font Size:
Default font size
Larger font size

BN Don Steoberg, 2010 candidato for State Treasurer (courtesy image)
Related Stories '
e Related: Bruning says he's actwely exploring a Senate campaign
o Related: Dave Heineman rulm out 2012 Sanate bid

o Related: Gov. DaveHemzmmempovmedbyblgwm
o Related.NebraskanselectStenbergasuusmor votemkeeptheofﬁce

State Treawurer-elect Don Stenberg said he'll decide later whethor to enter the 2012 Senate race.

http:lljoumllstar.comfnm/local/govt—mﬂ-politics/arﬁcle_ﬂsdec76-eb76-lldf-aedO-OOl... 12/20/2010
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Treasurer-elect Don Stenberg ponders Senate race Page 2 of 2

"We need a new direction in America," he said in a written statement. "To do that, we need to replace Sen.
Ben Nelson in 2012,

"If 1 become convinced that I am the best Republican leader in Nebraska to go to Washington to help take
our counery back, then I will ran." '

Attorney General Jon Bruning anriounced last week he will seek the Republican nomination for the Senate
seat. His announcement followed Republican Gov. Dave Heineman's decision nat to enter the raee.

Stemberg, a Republicem, wns defesiteé by Neison, a Democrat, for the Senate seat in 2000,
Nelson has indicated he pians ta seak m-election.

Hittp://journalstar.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/article_975dec76-6b76-11df-aed0-001... 12/20/2010
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Priater Friendly Version : ittp://www omaha.conVspps/pbes.dil/article? AID=/20101 109/NEW...

Published Nov9, 2010
Pubksizs Tueniay November 9, 2010
GOP mll finds Nelaon vulnerable. viable

By Robynn Tysver
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

a» C
Sen. Ben Nelson, D-Neb.

Amm'ﬂepollmmhbnedby&eNebfmhRepublicumyoﬂmpodmdbadnmforU.s. Sen. Ben Nelson, D-Neb.
The bad news for Nelson: The senator could find himself the underdog if he decides to run in 2012, according to the poll
The gnod: His approval ratings appear to be trending up.

Thsmylhowsmhmhilinghpubhmm&naﬂlonmmmgby 15 percentage points in a head-to-head hypothetical
maich up.

But the GOP pail alxo faimd Nelsen' sﬁrdnbhﬂu-tﬁﬂpmt—m&umﬁvonbhmofﬂm.

H'llppwllm—naﬁormhththmMummmW—mbmm
since January, whmmOthorH-HmHPolofnﬁuedvomMMﬂpemWofﬁenumushmﬂymm
mthededngvohmﬁvmofrmﬂmlwkmnmnlmkhmhw

Nehn.wbonmﬂmdpoﬁmnﬂywandedhewmofﬁnvm.uylhenhmgwwndnmfuu-ehcmbulhnhumdam
formal declarations.

Neson indicated TuesSy mnhbmphlsedwﬂhepolshumwofﬂdﬂm including wane Republicems, approved of his
job perfucmunee.

1mmmmu_=iofum-3m1zummmmmmpommsmwummm
sppreual retings.” -dllhe'l‘hmplon,lﬂeimqwm

Thmmdﬂehmwonﬂwﬂhni‘nafmﬂdeumhﬁhupoﬂalhummmﬂm
nm.wmwmnmmmmmcormm&mwmmmm
candidacy. Other potential contenders inchide State Treasurer-elect Don Stenberg, U.S. Rep. Jeff Fortenberry of Lincoln and Speaker of
mummmwmwwmwmn«-uhsmmuhmsw

The GOP poll was taken Nov. 2-3. It surveyed 499 “Ekely™ voters, with a margin of error of plus or minus 4.4 percentage points.

“The majority of voters included were Republicans, at 56 percent. Ouly 31 percent were Democrat, while 10 percent identified
themguhres a8 indagecdent.

12/20/2010 9:51 AM
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Printer Friendly Version ' ' http://www.omaha.con/apps/pbes.diVarticle? AID=/20101 109/NEW...

Republicans in Nebraska constitute about 48 percent of registered voters, while 33 percent are Democrats. Registered independents are
19 percent.

Jordan McGrein, emnwedmhroflhemGOP said the heavy concentration of Republican voters in the survey reflects the fact
m,mnymnmmnmmmm

ln2008.uboutﬂpuueﬂofmmmhhunﬂebmh'lmlmmwmI:md.'l‘lmmyw
mmssmammmxnmmuop portion was S6 percent, McGrain said, while Democrats was
34 percent.

Meﬂnmtkonﬂﬂlelubpmymhdedﬂmnmmnspoﬂbmuahewthemlykepubbneomnderumduednhkelyundm
at the time,

Contact the writer:
444-1309, robynn.tysver@owh.com

Copyright ©2010 Omaha Workd-Hersld®.All rights réserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, displayed or
redistributed for any purpose without permission from the Omehs World-Herald.

12/20/2010 9:51 AM
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Osbamn to chaiz Bruning's Senate campaign _ Ittp://journalstar.com/news/local/article_9eded16c-ef51-11df-bfc7-...

Osborn to chair Bruning's Senate campaign

o Story
e Discussion
Osborn to chair Bruning's Senate campaign

By MARGERY A. BECK / The Associated Press JournalStar.com | Posted: Saturday, November 13,
2010 2:01 pm | (3) Comments

Font Size:
Default font size
Larger font size

S @ Shane Osborn (JOURNAL STAR file photo) 2/24/2005 pg 1B Navy pilot Shane Osborn
(ﬁnm l6ft) talks with Allen Beerman (CORRECTION NOTE: Correct name is Allen Beermann) and
Gov. Dave Heineman before the Lincoin Rotary lunch Wednesday at The Cornhusker.

Nebraska's outgoing state treasurer, who had been considered a possible GOP candidate to challenge
U.S. Sen. Ben Nelson in 2012, has instead agreed to chair fellow Republican Jon Bruning's campaign for
the Senate seat.

Bruning was just re_-elzcted Nebraska's attorney general.

Treasurer Shane Osborn had been mentioned by those watching Nebraska politics as a possible
challenger to Nelson — the lone Demociat in the state's congressional delegation -- after the Republican
favorite, Gov. Dave Heineman, said he wouldn't run.

12/20/2010 9:52 AM
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Osbom to chair Bruning's Senate campaign

But Osborn, a divorced, full-time father of three who opted not to seek re-election as state treasurer, said
he's not interested in such a weighty campaign.

"Maybe someday I'll look at that kind of run, but for now I'm just focused on taking care of my three
kids," e said.

- Osborn said Bruning asked him Thursday to chair his Senate campaign and he accepted. The attomey

20f2

gennral has the “right priorities asd comervative whms" to defeat Nelson in two yanms, Osbom smid.
"My pian is to help him in any way 1 can," he said.
Osbom, who wis mised in Norfolk, bémame a nationsl celebrity in 2001 when a Navy surveillance plane

" he was piloting over the South China Sea collided with a Chinese fighter plane. He successfully landed

his crippled plane on a Chinese island, but he and his 23 crew members spent 11 days in captivity before
being released. Osborn was later awarded the Distinguished Flying Croxs.

He left the Navy in 2005 and was elected state treasurer in 2006.

Osborn's 2009 divorce became public wh his estranged wife claimed he abused her. Osborn denied the
allegations, and law enforcement officials said their investigation found no evidence of abuse. A court
latnr awarded Osborn sole enstady of tire coupie's three children.

Bruning anitousced Nov. § -- three days after his re-elestion and s day after Hofneman said he woulda't
pursus & Sosate run -- that e had lasmmhed an explorairey connmittee 1o seek the U.S. Senate seat. He
acknowledged the step is a precursor to a formal announcement that he will challenge Nelson in 2012.

Copyright 2010 JournaiSiar.com. All rights reservash Ths matesial may not be published, broadeags, rewritten or sedistribuged.

12/20/2010 9:52 AM

bitp:/fjournalstar.com/news/local/article_Sedcd]6c-ef61-11df-5&7-..
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Jon Bruning http://www jonbruning com/mail/save/carmark_]1_30_2010.htm

Having trouble viewing this email? View it in youc b

Ak ok

For Senate 2012 Exploratory Committee
In the News ~ Fricads, | '

Senator Ben Nelson just voted to continue the practice of
earmarks. In an article by the Journal Star, Nelson is
quoted as saying: “Simply getting rid of earmatks won't

¢ Bruning Ready’ to run for
Senate
o The Fix: Nelson in danger

« RollCall: Ben Nelson'12 C226¢ °ne dime’s worth of spending”
challenger emerges in
Nebraska 1 disagree with Senator Nelson on this issue and would -

® New York Timas: Nebrasil pave voted along with Senator Mike Johanns to place a
Attorney Gepwral laoliag at hay on earmarks. Ban Nelsqa is wrong. If we would have
Senate bannad earmarks in 2010 alene, it would have saved
taxpayers over 15.9 Billion dollars. We need to stop this
out of control spending and stop mortgaging our children’s
future.

12044331830

W CONTRIBUTE HOVH

Please help me defeat Bent Nelsom in 2012 by mixking a
contribution today. Together we can take back this
VOUNTILE FOR IGH country and bring true Nebraska values to Washington.
Thanks,

Team Bruning \7:‘—/\- . i

: Join us on Facebook, Jon Bruning
; Twitter and YouTube to get
up to the minute updates . , :
on Jon's campaign. |

Contact Us

Bruning for Senate 2012
Exploratory Committee
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Twitter / Jon Bnuning: Nebraska State Treasurer S ...

http://twitter.comYJouBruning/statusea/4230622713217024

twitter

Nebraska State Treasurer Shane Osborne to chair our Campaign. hitp:/bit,ly/cO6SbS #Nebraska
#Senate2012 9:53 AM Nov 15th via web

Jon Bruning

1of1 ' 1212072010 9:54 AM.
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Jon Bruning :: Get Invelved With The Canpaign

10f2

HOME GET INVOLVED

SIGN UP FOR
UPDATES

Campaign Updates
Sign up for Campaign Updates!

EVENTS

No documents found.
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ISSUES ABOUT JON MEDIA CONTACT

GET INVOLVED WITH THE

Volunteer Sign-Up

http://jonbruning convindex php?PID=2& TYPE=DEFAULT

i ' N

Clty -!hh { Province / Reglon

{ i

Postal / 2ip Code Country

Phone Number
-1

{can:

O Make Phone Calls

O Walk door ~ to - door

O Place Yard Signs

D Work in the campalgn headquarters

{ want to Publicly Support jon (n the following coalition(s)

D Elected Officials O Attorneys
O Healthcare Industry O Educators
O Ag-Producers O Firefighters

O Law Enforcement

O Small Business 0 ProLife

Q Falth O Republicans

O Insurance O Unlons / Labor

0O Senlors O Veterans / Military Familles
O 2nd Amendment / Gun Owners O Woman

O Students D Young Professionals

O Home Bullders / Realtors
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Jon Bruning :: Get Involved With The Campaign
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hitp://jonbrvning com/index php?PID=2& TYPE=DEFAULT
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